
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – NORTH PETHERTON 

Motorway   J24 M5 
OS grid ref  ST290329 
Population   6,730   
Post code  TA6 
Dialing Code  01278 
District Authority Sedgemoor 
UK Parliament  Bridgwater & West Somerset 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   Ian Liddell-Grainger (Conservative) 
 
Location 
Situated on the edge of the eastern foothills of the Quantock Hills, 3 miles south of 
Bridgwater and 8 miles north west of Taunton. The A38 runs through the middle of the town. 
 
What’s in a name? 
The town was mentioned in the doomsday book as Nortperet. The name derives from the 
area’s location to the north side of the River Parrett, from the Latin Paradoe ‘barge’ and from 
the Old English ‘nor tun’ 
 
History 
Dating from at least the 10th century and an important settlement in Saxon times, being at 
the centre of a large Royal estate. It only became a town in the late 20th century, until then 
claiming to be the largest village in England. The town is thought to have developed around 
the minster, which it is supposed was on the same site as the current St Marys The Virgin 
church, reported to have the highest tower in Somerset. 
 
Employers 
The town has had a recent significant revival of fortunes since following the demise of 
traditional industries especially basket making in the town. The establishment of the large 
Muller Wiseman Dairy and the £100m Sedgemoor Auction Centre on the outskirts of the 
town at J24 M5. Many local companies have moved to Bridgwater as they have expanded. 
 
Not many people know that……. 
In 1906, North Petherton became the first town in Britain (and perhaps the only one) to have 
street lights lit by piped acetylene gas. 
 
Just to the north of the town in 1926 the Bridgwater Bean Wireless Station was opened, and 
became the first transoceanic wireless telegraph service in the world. 
 


